




This is the fiftieth anniversary of Vaughan Road Collegiate In
stitute and the staff and students thought it fittfog to celebrate the 
"golden" years by constructing an historical supplement and selec
tion of events needs, perhaps, some explanation. It is no easy mat
ter to describe the history of this school and at the same time to 
preserve some unity in the telling, because we were limited by the 
general lack of historical information and the amount of space 
allowed to us. For this reason, we have tried to produce a 
memorabilia of events. 

The selection of these events for this supplement required a 
great deal of research that has meant the collaboration of Staff, 
students and others. 

Acknowledgment of their cooperation is gratefully made, par
ticularly to the six students who were responsible for the 
organization and research of the six decades that comprise this 
supplement. They are Neil Bornstein . The Twenties, Deborah 
Saigar · The Thirties, Anne Michaels . The Forties, Dan Raats . 
The Fifties, Ene Saksniit . The Sixties, and Giuli Trevisan . The 
Seventies. Each student named was responsible for the format and 
style of his/her decade. 

We are indebted to Miss Emily Mandy who designed the cover, 
Mr. Vic Collins, who provided photographs, and Mr. Clee (FEUT), 
who provided photography facilities. We gratefully appreciate the 
letters received from the Alumni. They have been a valuable and 
interesting source of material. 

Finally, we are most thankful for the help we received from 
Miss Margaret Mason (a former staff member), Mrs. Carole Henry 
and Mr. Alan Bowers (present staff members) whose judgments 
and never failing assistance in compiling information and offering 
worthwhile suggestions made them definitely valuable coadjutors. 

Robert M. Ross 
Editor 













The thirties, the depression. It meant 
difficult times for the world and for 
Toronto, but under adverse circumstances 
Vaughan Road Collegiate thrived as an 
educational institution, It managed to 
cope with the increase of students from 
780 in 1930 to 1550 in 1938. This increase 
was due not only to the growing com
munity, but to the depression, which kept 
many students in high school longer. The 
teachers, under the leadership of the prin
cipal Mr. G. Evans were of a high calibre 
and were well respected by the students. 
Vaughan Road had its academic giants -
16 students from the decade won univer
sity scholarships. But the academic 
education that was received at Vaughan 
was a part of a total education. The social 
experiences were a great part of the 
making and educating of the students. 
Not all students took part in the many 
and varied extracurricular activities but 

THE 

"Our memory is still clear of that September morning when we 
assembled together for the first time in that little church not far 
from here. Our first home was a humble collection of frame 
buildings, and at that time even the most imaginative could not 
have visualized the marvelous school we have today." 

who could not have gone to at least one 
tea dance? It wasn't too difficult to 
scrounge a dime for a delightful Friday af
ternoon. (Of course, if it were, one could 
always get in free by helping the com
mitteee and collecting the money at the 
door.) The big social of the year, the an
nual At-Home, was more expensive 
($10.00) but very enjoyable for those who 
could go. All the students who were able 
to, contributed to the food baskets made 

up every Christmas for the needy by the 
Girls' Club. Those who participated in the 
many sports, clubs and plays were not 
only rewarded with experiences of friend
ship and cooperation but with a further 
education in their particular interests and 
with a sense of achievement. There were 
always the Boys' and Girls' Athletic 
Clubs, the Literary Society, the Girls' 
Club, the yearbook staff, the Dramatic 
Club, the Orators and Debators, the large 



THIRTIES 

-from the Valedictory address delivered by Donald LeRoy, 
Commencement 1931. He was part of the first graduating class to 
have received its complete secondary education at Vaughan. 

casts of the yearly plays or operettas and 
the Christmas concerts, produced by the 
Lower School. There were other clubs 
that operated periodically, the Art Club, 
Camera Club, Radio Club and the Nature 
Clubs. The staff were devoted to student 
interests and were excellent coaches, 
directors and advisors. Vaughan Road 
developed and continued a fine tradition 
of achievement in all areas through the 
thirties and was a highly respected school 

in the province. 
Although it was forty years ago, 

Vaughan wasn't as old fashioned at the 
time as one might think. The classrooms 
were strict but not much more than they 
are today in the seventies. This strictness 
was simply respect, respect for the teacher 
while he/she was giving the lesson and 
respect for fellow students by not talking 
out of order or when individual work was 
being done. By standards of the 70's the 

usual dress was formal. But all young men 
at that time wore ties and sweaters, vests 
or jackets. Short hair was the fashion. All 
young women wore dresses, skirts or short 
jumpers with long black stockings. The 
students looked quite respectable. The 
school was progressive for its time, as can 
be seen in one incident in 1939. Dr. Luke 
Teskey, the CCF candidate for York 
Township at the time, one day gave a lec
ture to the whole school on venereal 
disease; a topic which wasn't discussed so 
openly at this time and just recently, has 
become a subject of great concern. Mr. 
Evans was brought before the School 
Board because of the controversial nature 
of the subject. But a delegation of 
students went to the meeting and stood 
behind him. The outcome: Mr. Evans 
wasn't reprimanded. Another example of 
Vaughan leading the way! 



THE STAFF 
The staff of Vaughan Road were a fine 

and dedicated group. In 1939 MR. 
EV ANS, MR. A YER, MR. HARSTON , 
MISS MAGEE and MR. ROBINSON 
remained from the original staff of 13. 
Sadly, only two members of that staff are 
living today; MISS QUEENIE FRY and 
MISS CORINNE COOKE. They are now 
both married (they wouldn't be allowed 
to get married as long as they were 
teaching) and still friends. (As Connie 
Cooke Simmons now says, "Did you ~ver 
hear of a Fry without a Cooke?") Of the 
five staff just mentioned, Mr. Evans stayed 
until 1957. He capably directed the 
education of a total 12,000 students. Mr. 
Robinson (Speedy Robinson) and Mr. 
Harston stayed into the 50's. Who can 
forget how slowly Speedy Robinson spoke 
and how quickly he ran out of his 
Chemistry classroom at the end of the 
period to have a cigarette in the boiler 

GIRLS' CLUB 
The Girls' Club was always very active. 

Its purpose was to bring the girls of the 
school closer together and to help eac.h 
11:irl develop to her best. Interest groups 

room? Mr. Harston was quite an in
dividualist and a disciplinarian in the 
Physics department. Many other teachers, 
not of the original staff but who were 
there in the thirties stayed at Vaughan for 
many years. MR. ALBERT COVE and 
MISS ALICE LATIMER graduated from 
Vaughan in 1930 and soon returned as 
teachers, Mr. Cove teaching Math and 
Miss Latimer English and Commercial 
subjects. They, and MR. FENNEL, MR. 
KERR, and MR. VYVYAN were staff 
members from the 30's (except Miss 
Latimer who came in the early 40's) 
through to the early 70's. Mr. Fennell, a 
geography teacher, is remembered for his 
ability to make a perfect circle on the 
blackboard with one swoop. Mr. Kerr was 
head of the Physics department for a long 
time and Mr. Vyvyan taught English, was 
a football coach and later a guidance 
counsellor. MISS RUTH TALBOT went 
to Vaughan in the late 30's and early 40's 
and soon returned as a secretary. She is 
still here in 1976, as Head Secretary. 

were led by students for the rest of the 
girls in the school. There were the 
Hallowe'en Masquerade, the Mother and 
Daughter Banquet and the yearly social 
service programmes at Christmas. The 
photo to the right is the Girls' Club of 
1938. 

MISS MASON (with her history "bees"), 
MISS PRITTIE, MR. MCKEOWN and 
MR. ROGERS taught at Vaughan until 
the 60's. Some of the other teachers 
remembered: MR. COUMANS, who as a 
Math teacher delighted his classes by 
working in reverse so that when held up 
to a mirror, it came out right; MR. 
NOSE WORTHY, who taught English, ran 
as the C.C.F. candidate in York in 1941., 
defeated Arthur Meighen and was an M.P. 
for quite a while; MR. GEORGE 
BOWLEY, who was a teacher of French 
and German, was multitalented and 
meticulously directed the various Gilbert 
and Sullivan productions. MISS 
NELSON, a keen and precise Latin 
teacher, and MISS TIGHE, an excellent 
History teacher should also be men
tioned. There were MR. TUCK and MR. 
CRADDOCK, both Math teachers and 
outstanding men. The rest of the staff, it's 
impossible to mention all: you are 
remembered, still respected and ap
preciated. 

CAST OF THE NAUTICAL KNOT - 1932 



LEFT: STAFF OF 

1935 

THE ALUMNI HUMOUR 
The graduates of Vaughan Road 

remained a close group in the thirties. 
There was always a contact committee 
that would keep up with the grads and 
report on their wherabouts and successes. 
There was a yearly dance attended by 
many old friends. Clubs such as a 
dramatic club and a badminton club 
would be enjoyed. 

DRAMATICS 

Mr. Rogers: "I feel tempted to give this 
class an English test." 
Voice: "Yield not to temptation." 
Mr. Kerr: "Now if I drop a silver coin in 
this bubbling acid will it dissolve?" 
Pupil: "No Sir." 
Mr. Kerr: "Then, perhaps you will ex
plain why not." 
Pupil: "Well, if it would dissolve, you 
wouldn't put it in Sir." 

A great challenge and achievement for those who worked on 
them and a delight for the audiences were the yearly major 
productions. From '30 - '39 there were Quality Street, The Drum 
Major, The Nautical Knot, Come out of the Kitchen, H.M.S. 
Pinafore (twice in 1934 and in 1939), Princess Bulbul, Pirates of 
Penzance, and the Mikado. Busy for all these were the scenery and 
makeup clubs. Those in the Dramatic Society were in charge of 
the production of different one-act plays put on during the years . 

Al Tupling to Mr. Kotzenmeyer: "Er-uh, 
that is, I've been going out with your 
daughter for eight years only uh, er-" 
Mr. "Kotzenmeyer: "Well, do 'you want a 
pension?" 



ACT A STUDENTIUM 
This capable team, headed by Betty 

Purdy, now• a Hamilton physician, was 
one of the yearly groups of students who 
would dedicate themselves to producing a 
yearbook. Everyone is thankful for the 
history and memorabilia so finely presen· 
ted. 

LITERARY SOCIETY 
The literary society was formed in 1930 as a central body in charge of the chief 

organizations of the school, the Girls' Club, Dramatic Society and the Acta. It initially put 
on programmes for the enrichment and enjoyment of the rest of the students. By 1939 its 
primary function was to operate the bookroom. It also prized those students excelling in 
non-athletic extracurricular activities (dramatics, oratory, debating etc.) 



LEFT: SR. GIRLS' BASKETBALL - 1932. 
LOWER LEFT: SR. BOYS' BASKETBALL - 1932. 
BELOW: SR. RUGBY TEAM - 1930. 

ACTA STAFF 

SPORTS 
Sports was always a major part of school life. For the boys there was rugby, basketball, 

volleyball, floor hockey, gymnastics, track and field and badminton. The girls participated 
in basketball, ba'seball, volleyball, badminton and field events. One outstanding athlete in 
the 30's was Jim Homer. In 1938 he was captain of the Canadian Track Team that went to 
Australia to compete in the Intra-Empire Centennial Celebration. He was previously the 
\interscholastic champion of Ontario in shotput. 

After injuring his shoulder he concentrated on sprinting. He was one of the twelve 
Canadians chosen to compete in Australia. Another outstanding athlete was Mac Keith, 
who won provincial honours in gymnastics. The students enjoyed his tremendous work. 







Welcome to our show tonight 
Hope you think it gay and bright 

We will sing and dance for you 
And try and treat you right. 

In these days of war and strife 
Trouble cuts you like a knife 

Shed your worries, and wear a smile 
Relax and save your life. 

We have lots of things in store for you 
We'll see what song and jest can do 
For here at Vaughan there's always something new 
So let a little sunshine come drive away your blues. 

Welcome to our show tonight, 
Hope you think it gay and bright 

Ring the curtain. Start the show. 
We're on our way--Let's go. 

On the second and third evenings of 
March, in 1944, Vaughan held the 
"Vaughan Victory Varieties". The above 
was printed on the cover of the 
programme for the event, which featured, 
among other treats, the School Choir, 
skits, a violin trio, and the Vaughan Vic
tory Minstrels. As the tone of the poem 
suggests, Vaughan's spirits were high, a 
strong com bi nation of hope and a sense of 
responsibility; the l 940's were years of 
war. even after V-day in 1945, the effects 
and consequences loomed over the rest of 
the decade, and as is reflected in the Actas 
of those years, provided a vastly changed 
atmosphere within the halls of this school. 

The Acta played an important role 
during this time: a copy of the Vaughan 
Studentium was sent to all the ex-students 
and teachers in active service overseas. 
The Principal, Mr. Evans, received many 
letters of thanks for the magazine; it was a 
symbol of mutual remembrance and ap· 
predation on the part of both the soldiers, 
and all those at home helping in the war 
effort. 

In his editorial of 1941, Jim Harrold 

wrote that as long as the British sense of 
humour is not lost, our spirit is not 
broken. There is a significant lack of 
humour amongst our enemy." The 
humour of the 1941 Acta itself was, 
well, ... judge for yourself .. 

-"What are you writing?" 
-"A joke" 
-"Well, give her my regards" 

Mr. Hocking: "What did you learn from 
that experiment?" 

Student: "That beakers cost fifty cents." 

If you haven't formulated an opinion yet, 
here's one more example: 

"Got a nail in your tire?" 
"Naw. Just ran over a fork in the road." 

However, sprinkled among the jokes 
are capital lettered messages reading, 
"BUY VICTORY BONDS." 

In 1941, attempts at cracking war jokes 
were a popular practice. An example from 
the "Canadian High News" (then 
Toronto's largest student newspaper) is as 
follows: 

A little English boy swallowed a cup
full of bullets, and guess what? 

'QShi~ masazinit 
i~ ,. .. hJt~rcaf1t~ 
-#'h#-A> f Q- f ht .hbb.R' 

$itachJtr~ ana 
l'x· ~fua~nf~ J.)f 
j'aughan ~l.)a~ 
..#'...#'.#'.A"Jr lll):ltt .H..19.fl" .,..,. 

~n 'l'cfhr~ ~truict 

ACTA 1941 

THE FORTIES 
His hair came out in bangs. 

The bittersweet humour of the forties 
provides a clear reflection of the 
highschool atmosphere. 

Vaughan, however, was able to temper 
the events of the war with the extra· 
curricular activities of the school. There 
were tea-dances to the music of Bert Sim
mon's Orchestra, rugby competitions, and 
lots of banquets . the Annual Rugby 
Banquet with entertainment provided by 
Roddick the Magician, not to mention the 
Commercial Banquets, the famous 1947 
affair featuring a sing-song led by Miss 
Beecroft, accompanied on the piano by 
Hilda Hart. 

Drama at Vaughan was a productive 
element during the forties. On the nights 
of April 10, 11 and 12, 1940, Vaughan 
presented THE PIRATES OF PEN. 
ZANCE for the second time, directed by 
George Bowley, with a cast of thousands, 
including an orchestra and a string quar
tet. This musical was so successful that in 
April of the year 1947 Mr. Bowley direc
ted, for the third time at Vaughan, a 
Gilbert and Sullivan favourite, the H. M. 



S. PINAFORE, featuring the Vaughan 
Road Collegiate Choir. The school had a 
highly successful drama club during the 
late forties, which presented JUNE MAD 
in 1948. 

"The Canadian High News", mentioned 
earlier, published articles and news and 
sports columns written by and for 
Toronto high school students. In reading 
a copy, one could find out about all the 
latest happenings in other collegiates (the 
Scandal Column ensured that). New 
things were happening all the time, and 
lots of new opportunities were available 

for students. 1941 was the year a young 
Harbord Collegiate violinist was elected 
President of the Secondary School Sym
phony Concerts Committe. His name-· 
Victor Feldbrill. This Committee was 
designed to create enthusiasm among 
students for a series of school concerts 
presented by Sir Ernest MacMillan. 

Frank Rasky, now a reporter for the 
Toronto Star, wrote one of his earlier ar
ticles for the "High News" . it was a 
review of Orson Welles' "Citizen Kane". 

Music reviews mentioned such hits as 
Tommy Dorsey's "A Sinner Kissed an 

BASKETBALL · 1948 

HE AINT DONE RIGHTLY BY NELL. 
1941 

Angel" sung by Frank Sinatra, and new 
releases such as "Some Sunny Day" and 
"Sugar Daddy" were sold on the Colum
bia !able. 

Fashion was also big news. A fashion ar: 
ticle stated: "Vaughan creates the fashions 
of the forties", and the T. Eaton Company 
sponsored "Young Fashions on Parade", a 
fashion show held in the Vaughan 
auditorium showing off clothes that were 
designed "to fit your slim figures and 
your just as slim pocketbooks", which 
were modelled by the young ladies at
tending Vaughan in 1941. 
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DON HARRON "CHARLIE FARQUHARSON" 

T.D.I.A.A. TRACK CHAMPS • 1948 

Athletics, although the teams were much depleted by the num
ber of students in active service, were a strong part of school life. 
"Circus Knights", organized by the B.A.A. was a roaring success 
featuring such clowns as Gus Caruso (who I am told was Vaughan's 
first "streaker") and Don Harron. Vaughan won the T.D.I.A.A. 
title in 1944 with a tremendous Junior Basketball Team, coached 
by Mr. A. MacPherson. The games were spiced with some wild 
school yells, every Vaughanite cheering: 

"Vive la, Vive la, 
V.C.I. 
What's the matter with our War-Cry 
Hip! Hip! Hip! 
Let her rip 
Vive la, Vive la, V.C.l.!" 
or: 
Choicety-hoic, Choicety-hoic 
Holloman, Cholloman, Chi 
Rickety, rackety, Rickety, rackety 
V.C.I. 
Chi-hee, Chi-ho, Chi-hee-ha-ha 
Vaughan Road, Vaughan Road 
Rah! Rah! Rah! 

Backed by such support, Vaughan's Rugby Team won cham
pionship after championship, throughout the years to 1949. There 
was Junior Rugby, Senior Rugby, basketball, volleyball, ice. 
hockey and a house-league floor-hockey team. Badminton was 
especially popular in 1947, and in 1948, Vaughan's Senior Basket
ball team won the T.D.l.A.A. championships. 



SENIOR 
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SENIOR RUGBY - 1941 

RUGIY 
1141 

INTERSCHOOL BASKETBALL - 1946 

T.D.l.A.A. TRACK CHAMPS - 1948 

THE WAR EFFORT 
Vaughan led the scene as far as the war effort was concerned. 

The girls of the Knitting Club made socks and sweaters, tur
tlenecks for sailors and afghans for the Red Cross. The sweaters 
were made in the school colours and were included in the Christ
mas boxes and Ditty bags which were sent to all those overseas, or 
prisoners-of war. 

By April of 1944, Sl,600 of the school funds were invested in 
War Bonds. 

Students at Vaughan collected tape-holders to be used for blood 
serum bottles, and a roster of staff and students helped out at the 
Red Cross Blood Bank Laboratory for twenty-one consecutive 
nights. This latter contribution was acknowledged by the Red 
Cross as the greatest contribution made by any school in 
metropolitan and suburban Toronto. 

Salvage Collections were organized by the War Services Com
mittee, headed by Mr. Evans, with Mr. Ayer as Treasurer. Miss 
Taylor kept a record of all those in the forces. 

Movies, and tea-dances, and the fashion show were organized to 
raise money for the purpose of sending Acta yearbooks to all the 
ex-Vaughan students overseas. The boxes and ditty bags and the 
yearbooks meant a great deal to those who received them. The 
satisfaction of having contributed to the war effort must have been 
great for those at Vaughan; indeed, it was an all-out effort on the 
parts of the staff and students, and the newly-formed P.T.A. 

There is a long list of those whose lives were taken by the 
Second World War, and the annual memorial services held at 
Vaughan emphasized the sacrifices of those years. 

The effects of the forties are lasting upon both those who 
remember them personally, and those who listen to the retelling 
of the stories. In looking through an old Acta, I found an ad placed 
by a jewellery store, offering advice to students of the war days 
and ironically, summarizing one of the basic motives of this sup
plement. 

"I have but one guide by which my future is guided, and that is 
the guide of experience. I know of no way of judging the future 
'but by the past'." 

The war years were over, and Vaughan remained saddened and 
emptied by its events, but it was time for a new strengthening--to 
rebuild, expand, and start anew. 



CURRICULUM CHANGES 
There were a few curriculum changes during the fifties. The 

Commercial Department seemed destined to defeat al Vaughan 
during this decade. Twice, this department left for George Harvey 
S.S. The first departure followed the 1951-52 academic year. It was 
subsequently rebuilt, only to leave again for George Harvey 
following the 1956-57 year. 

The 1951-52 academic year also marked the revival of the in
strumental music program at Vaughan. As a result, the general 
musical ability was quickly strengthened. A dance band was for
med in 1953 of the better musicians, and in 1954, the concert band 
won second place in Kiwanis. 

ABOVE: DANCE BAND OF 1958 
BELOW: CAST OF " THE MIKADO" - 1952 

In 1956 a performance of "PETTY HARBOUR", which was 
composed by the music teacher Mr. Marwick, was given. And by 
1956-1957, there were enough veterans for the Senior Band and 
Senior Orchestra to allow the formation of the Junior Band and 
Orchestra. 

During this time, the operas for which Vaughan was famous, 
were still produced. THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE was presen
ted in 1950, followed by THE MIKADO in 1951, IOLANTHE in 
1952, GOOD NEWS in 1954 and TRIAL BY JURY in 1957. 

And pure drama was also being presented: THE HASTY 
HEART in 1950, GENTLE HEARTS AND MURDER in 1954. 
THE DEAR DEPARTED in 1955. THE THREAD OF SCARLET 
in 1957, and THE PRICE OF COAL and scenes from TWELFTH 
NIGHT in 1959. 

THE 
And so, in 1951 Vaughan Road was 

niversary. This was done in many dif
giant At-Home in Simpson's Arcadian 
hundred of Vaughan's ex-students at
reminiscences, and dancing to the musi,:: 

JR. RUGBY OF 1950 

Vaughan started off the decade very strong in athletic en
deavours. The 1949 senior football team won all five of its regular 
season games but lost the quarter-final lo Runneymede. The 
junior football team were the T.D.l.A.A. champions in 1949. In 
basketball the juniors were the champs in 1950 and 1952, and in 
track and field consecutive championships were picked up in 1951 
and 1952. The track team came in second in '53 with the juniors 
and the intermediates winning their own divisions. 

After this, the championships did not come as frequently. The 
junior basketball players won it ag11in in 1954 and 1955, and the 
bantam football team won the championship in 1951 and 1958. 
Neither the senior football team nor the senior basketball team 
won a championship during this period. However, after the bleak 
years of the early decade, the senior football team made it lo the 
finals in both 1956 and 1958 losing the former game to Royal York 
by a score of 11-10. 



FIFTIES 
already celebrating its twenty-fifth an
ferent ways, but the major one was the 
Court Friday, January 12, 1951. Over four 
tended this gala affair. There were skits, 
of Frank Bogart and his orchestra. 

JR. BOYS' BASKETBALL OF 1950 

RIGHT: CANANDAIGUA EX
CHANGE STUDENTS · 1955 

STUDENTS COUNCIL 
Vaughan Road's Students' Council gained its strength during the 

fifties. Its history is rather sketchy. It was first formed during the 
forties following the lead of the Dance Committee, which was the 
first committee to be formed. Near the beginning, 1t was attempted 
to force the council into the parliamentary mold with two separate 
houses, but this cumbersome machine collapsed. 

The executive during the early fifties was in a flux. It was 
sometimes reduced to a president, vice-president, and secretary, 
while at other times it included representatives form the Boys' and 
Girls' Prefects, and from the Dance Committee. In 1955, the Coun
cil executive assumed its present form. 

A remarkable activity that the Council organized was the dan
cing. Along with the major dances, noon-hour dancing was held 
one day a week from 1955 to 1956, and the Friday-night dances 
were kept up even longer. 

But probably the highlight of all the events supported by -Coun
cil was the Canandaigua exchange. The basic purpose of the ex
change between Vaughan Road and Canandaigua Academy of New 
York was to create international understanding and goodwill bet
ween Canada and the United States. The first exchange occurred 
in the 1951-1952 school and the last in 1956-1957. 

As an example of what happened during these exchanges, here is 
part of the article on Vaughan's visit to Canandaigua November 
28th 1954 from the Acta: 

"Vaughan visited Canandaigua the weekend of Nov. 28th. Friday 
was spent in the classrooms of the hosts where the visitors ob
tained a1knowledge of the school system of the neighbouring coun
try. The Friday afternoon discussions were devoted to a com
parison of the school systems. The Saturday afternoon discussions 
concerned Communism, racial segregation and parent-youth 
relationships. The sightseeing end of the trip took place on Satur
day morning. The students separated into three groups: one 
travelled around the lake, the second visited the University of 
Rochester and the third visited the Kodak House in Rochester. 
On Saturday night there was an exchange dinner. Social activities 
took place on Friday and Saturday night when dances, followed by 
parties were held. All exchange participants enjoyed themselves 
and many friendships were made." 



At the end of 1957, a very important 
event in Vaughan's history occurred. Mr. 
George E. Evans, our first principal, 
retired. He had held that position for 31 
years, since 1926. Over twelve thousand 
students had him as principal; thirty-one 
classes graduated under his guidance. 

Mr. Evans was a classics master at 
Orangeville High School in 1913. In 1918 
he received his principal's papers and was 
the principal of three other high schools 
before he settled at Vaughan. By 1957 he 
had been principal longer than any other 
teacher in Ontario. 

For every year that he was principal, at 
least one Vaughan student received a 
scholarship. Mr. Evans also gave great 
support to the sports teams. He always 
stressed that the students were being 
educated in order that they could better 

serve the community. He was also proud 
of their record "in all fields of activity; in 
the classroom, the play field, the stage, 
and the music room." 

A huge retirement party was given for 
Mr. Evans at the Palace Pier which was 
attended by hundreds of his former 
students. 

Vaughan's second principal readily fit 
into the school routine: Mr. 0. B. 
Coumans had been a part of Vaughan 
since 1929! He taught until 1953, and 
from 1953 to 1957, when he became prin
cipal, he acted as the vice-principal at 
Vaughan. Mr. J. R. Rowlandson took over 
the vacated post of vice-principal, a 
position which he held until January 
1966, when he in turn replaced Mr. 
Coumans as the school principal. 

During the late fifties a number of 
physical changes in the school took place. 
The coal furnace was replaced by an oil 
furnace in September 1957. Perhaps most 
did not realize that it was happening until 
a drastic dip in the temperature gave 
them a free day from school. 

About the other changes, the students 
were very concerned. Members of the 
1957-1958 Students' Council unofficially 
collected hundreds of signatures on 
petitions calling for renovations. These 
were presented to the Home and School 
Association which passed it on to the 
York Township -Council. 

The changes started happening in 1958-

THE 

SIXTIES 
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STAFF OF THE SIXTIES 1959. A new auditorium, a new Gym
nasium, and a new cafeteria were built to 
replace the old ones, and the swimming 
pool was added. The general attitude 
towards this by the Grade Thirteen 
students was probably expressed by Sy 
Landau, the editor of that year's Acta, 
when he said: 

Many teachers who had guided Vaughan students for more than a generation left us. 

"This metamorphosis is gratifying, 
because we of the fifth form have been 
fighting for a swimming pool, gym, and 
lunchroom for five years. And now it has 
paid off. Our children will have a swim
ming pool, gym, and lunchroom." 

These include Mr. Elliott, Mr. McKeown, Mr. Harston, Mr. Bowley, the two Misses Waugh, 
Mr. Robinson, Dr. Curran, Miss Mason, Mr. Rogers, Miss Hamilton, Miss Taylor, Miss 
Hudgins, Mr. Cunningham, Miss McCuaig, Miss Hayden, Mr. Holden and Mr. Wilson. In 
1966, Mr. O.B. Coumans, Vaughan's second principal, retired and was succeeded by Mr. J. 
Rowlandson. To mark the occasion, the students presented the portrait of Mr. Coumans, 
which hangs today in the auditorium. 

To replace the loss of so many long-term teachers, several new staff members were hired. 
Many of these were former Vaughan students during the 60's. Ruth Hershorn (an ex-school 
president), Gloria Schwartz, Linda Shapiro, Norma Rosenberg, Thelma Roth, Evelyne 
Molnar, Karen Spector, John O'Connor and Rosario Orsi all have known the school from 
both sides of the desk. 

The 60's were years of growth and change at Vaughan. As the 
decade opened, so did a new addition to the school, complete with 
large gymnasium, pool, cafeteria and auditorium. In 1967 another 
addition was made, this time along Vaughan Rd., changing the 
shape of the school from an 'L' to a triangle, and giving us new 
science laboratories, a larger library, offices for -guidance and ad
ministration, as well as several classrooms. 

In addition, several rooms became available during the sixties 
which had previously served other purposes. The loss, during this 
decade, of the "Home-Economics" programme and the "Shop" 
programme meant the loss of a cooking room, a dress-making 
room, a woodworking room and a metal shop. The rooms thus 
vacated provided additional space for the Academic and Com
mercial classes. 

STAFF OF 1967 

An outstanding student of this period, 
Les Saunders, merits special mention in 
this article. School president for the year 
1959-60, leader in all sports, Valedictorian 
for his graduating class, Les unfortunately 
died in his late twenties of Hodgkin's 
disease. 



STUDENTS OF THE SIXTIES 
In the early 60's, students were under much stricter discipline than they are to-day. 

Dress regulations were in force. Girls were not allowed to wear slacks and in the winter 
many of them had blue legs for the first half.hour of school. Students moved from class to 
class in single fil e, keeping a lways to the right hand side of the hall, while teachers stood in 
the centre strip ready to hand out detentions to any student foolhardy eno ugh to venture 
into the ir area. Certain se lected students be longed to the Prefects, and were responsible for 
seeing that the ir fellows behaved with decorum. 

In spite of these restrictions, students found enjoyment in many of the same activities as 
they do today. Clubs abounded, including Art, Library, Archery, Folk Dance, Stamp, Film, 
Science, Red Cross, Camera, Girls, Radio , l.S.C.F., Band, Orchestra, Choir, U.N ., Drama, as 
well as the various athletic activities. 

SPORTS 
Several outstanding teams cam e from the 60's. We had a 

T .D.l.A .A. champion swim team from 1962 to 1965. Several team s 
made it to the finals in competition, Sr. Football '63, golf '64, Jr. 
basketball '68. In 1965 the Jr. girls' volleyball and basketball 
teams we re undefeated. Champion team s included Sr . girls basket
ball '66, Sr. volleyball '67-69, and Jr. basketball '68. In the early 
60's we also had a champion cheerleaders team. 

One outstanding athlete of the pe riod was Mike Eben who has 
since earned his Ph.D . in German and a well-deserved reputation 
with the Argos. When asked about his days at Vaughan he replied 
by lette r: 

I attended V.R.C.l. during the years 1959-64, 
years which for the most part were relatively 
happy and fulfilling. Some m emories in point 
form: 
-Cuban missile c risis, the fears of the unknown, 
fall out shelters, people's hysteria 
-Kennedy assassination, our school was in shock 
-School's refusal to allow students to wear 
shorts during the heat wave of summer (June) 
exams 
-som e very fine teache rs in all m y subjects 
-som e good and close friends 
-nostalgia remembe ring the walk over to 
Cedarvale Park to football practice . good 
pals and m emories. 
Hope this will help. Best wishes for the 
Acta. 

Sincerely, M. Eben 

BOYS' SWIM TEA 

UPPER: FOOTBALL ACTION . 1964 
LOWER: SR. GIRLS' BASKETBALL . 1965 



OF 1963 

UPPER: GOLF TEAM OF 1964 
LOWER: CHEERLEADERS OF 1960 

EVENTS 

OTTAWA TRIP - 1960 

Extracurricular events provided en
joyment for many students. During the 
60's one highlight of the year for many 
grade 13's was the annual Ottawa trip. 
During Centennial Year this was ex
tended to visit Expo '67 at Montreal. The 
sightseeing and late nights were a topic of 
conversation and speculation long after 
the return. During "Gentleman's Week" 
all the boys wore jackets and ties every 
day. On Friday evening of that week, a 
dance called "Tuxedo Junction" was held. 

Another special week was "Posture 
Week". At the beginning of the week 
every girl wore a tag which could be 
removed by any teacher, for poor posture. 
At the end of the week a Posture Queen 
was chosen. Also, at the Prom every year, 
a Queen, previously chosen by popular 
vote of her peers, was crowned. 

PERFORMING 
Students with a talent for performing (and a few who lacked it) 

had a chance to headline in the annual variety show. Others ap
peared in the school play. Remember RICHARD OF BOR
DEAUX, THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER, and the musicals 

GUYS AND DOLLS. BRIGADOON, and BELLS ARE 
RINGING? Vaughan regularly had entries in the Simpson 
Drama Festival and made the finals with OUR TOWN and the 
student-produced IMPROMPTU among others. 

TRADITIONS UPHELD 
In spite of the extracurricular distractions, the students main

tained the strong academic tradition of previous years. A total of 
68 University scholarships were won. In 1966, Tom Vari won the 
Prince of Wales scholarship by achieving the highest marks in the 
Province of Ontario on the grade 13 departmental examinations. 
The following year these exams were abolished to the delight of 
students everywhere. 



THE SEVENTIES 
The seventies are a time of transition 

from the turmoil-filled sixties. The em
phasis has shifted from a radical, anti
establishment student body to one that is 
more conservative and acceptive of rules 
and regulations. 

Vaughan Road has experienced many 
administrative changes these past five 
years - five different principals. Because 
of these changes, the principal was unable 
to get to know the students, and the 
students also were unfamiliar with their 
principal. 

SCHOOL'S POPULATION 
' The population of the school has in-

creased and also changed. Basically the 
school has gone from a predominantly 
Jewish student body in the fifties and six
ties to a predominantly Italian student 
body. In these recent years V.R.C.l. has 
become a multicultural center. Although 
the majority are Italians, there are also 
many West Indian and Oriental students 
at Vaughan; there are also some students 
here this year who do not speak English. 

In 1974 a group called the V .I.P.'s star
ted. Organized by the Guidance Depart
ment, these students help new students to 
find their way around the school and to 
make them feel welcomed. The V .I.P.'s 
are especially important to the grade nine 
students. Being on an individual 
timetable is a drastic change from 
elementary school. Students, since they 
no longer move with a home form, do not 
have much opportunity to get to know 
their fellow classmates or make many 
friends. 

SCHOOL SYSTEM 
The school system has undergone many 

changes in this half of the decade. New 
courses were added, i.e. Space and Man, 
Computer Science, World Politics, 
Dramatic Arts. These subjects not only 
allow the student to expand on the sub
jects in which he is interested, but also 
allow him to keep up with the world's ex
panding amount of knowledge. The disad
vantage in offering these "different" sub
jects is that there are less compulsory 
courses; this sometimes leads to the 
students education lacking some aspects 
of a complete education. Vaughan Road 
has always maintained a high standard 
academically. In order to maintain this 
standard Vaughan has raised the exemp
tion mark for the final exam from 60% to 
70%. 

In following the Hall-Dennis report, 
the school converted to individual 
timetables for the students. In this system 
every student follows his own timetable 
during the day and does not move from 
class to class with his home form. This 
year the school has made a further ad
justment-the student is on a rotating time
table with one hour long periods. The lat
ter will improve the quality of education 
by ( i) exposing the student to longer 
periods of concentration and (ii) allowing 
teachers and students more suitable time 
periods to develop a lesson fully and in 
depth. 

In the recent years there has been a 
greater demand for four-level subjects. A 
growing number of students are planning 
their high school program with com
munity college or Ryerson Polytechnical 
as their goal instead of University, as the 
students did in the past. 

STUDENTS 
In the past five years the students have 

changed in such things as views, dress and 
attitude. 

The students of the early seventies were 
still under the influence of the sixties. 
They were deeply concerned with in
tellectual topics; the establishment, 
students' rights, the decay of society, the 
lack of communication etc. A number of 
idealistic theories would be held by a 
student, if his theory was put into effect 
society would be a better place to live in. 

A major outlet for these theories and 
views was through the school newspaper 
Dicamus "Let Us Speak". It contained ar
ticles such as: Alice in Examinationland 
(a satirical look at exams), The Decay of 
the System, and Drug Information 
Section. The regularity and the length of 
the newspaper show that a lot of work 
went into the newspaper and that the 
students really believed in what they were 
saying. 

An attempt at a different type of school 
system was organized by Student Council. 
For two days in the spring of 1973 alter
nate education days were held. In those 
two days numerous speakers and activities 
came to the school, from Hari Krishna, to 
learning to crochet to Planned Paren
thood to beading. The students were free 
to attend any session they wished, at
tendance at the sessions was not taken. 
Unfortunately this experiment did not 
work. Many students viewed these days as 
a holiday and therefore did not attend 
school. Many speakers came to the school 
to find themselves talking to an empty 
classroom. 

Although this project was initiated by 
Students Council a number of teachers 
had to work many hours to put the 
program together at the end. 



ACTIVITIES 
After school act1v1t1es have become a 

major part of Vaughan these five years. 
Drama at the school has become an im
portant factor at Vaughan. Under the 
direction of Mr. Fairhead the school 
productions are always new, different and 
extremely interesting. Vaughan has also 
done very well in the Simpson's Drama 
Festival these years. In the past five years 
the school has gone to the semi-finals four 
times, and has won numerous awards. 

The attendance at the school dances has 
greatly increased in the past three years. 
The dances, instead of being held in the 
auditorium (as was the fashion in the 
early seventies) were once again held in 
the gym. In the spring of'74 a Grease Day 
was held at the school. The students went 
back twenty years in time. The girls came 
to school in bobby sox and mid-calf skirts, 
the boys each had a tube of Brylcream in 
their hair and wore rolled up jeans, white 
t-shirts and leather vests. The day ended 
with the students dancing all night to old 
songs from the fifties. 

There is now a movie club which 
operates in the school. The club has 
brought box office hits to the school such 
as "The Sting," and "The Godfather". The 
profit made from showing these movies to 
the students, goes to the club so that they 
can make their own movies. 

There is a record number of clubs in 
the school this year. Hopefully in the 
future. the apathy that existed in the 
school will break down and dissolve. 
Since there are so many cultures in our 
school, the integration of these groups 
could make the school a truly 
cosmopolitan center. This will be an asset 
in making Vaughan a stronger and richer 
school to attend. 

PHYSICAL CHANGES 
To handle the increased population of students, it was necessary to set up portable 

classrooms in the school parking lot. This sometimes creates a problem for the student 
whose next class is on the third floor! 

The library has become of greater use than in the past. Since students are on the in
dividual timetable, many students spend their spares in the library. In turn teachers have 
put a greater stress on individual projects and original research. The library provides a 
large selection of material to assist the student, from a vertical file, to film strips, to video 
tapes. But with an ever increasing number of students using the library, the library has 
become too small to accommodate all these students and also function properly. 

Construction of the new library, therefore, is now in progress. The new library will be 
situated on top of the big gym. The library should be in operation by the 76-77 school year. 

COMMENT 
"Student's Council has, and is, still going through an evolution both in its practices and 

concept. The last five years saw an end to an age of radical government and a restoration 
period building on what those before them had achieved. There existed a tension between 
council and administration, during these early years and many doubted the credibility of 
council as a responsible body. But, from this came the seeds from which council will con
tinue to grow; namely the consultative committee, Principal's advisory committee and the 
council of student council presidents. 

"The advisory committee is a group of staff, students and the principal, whose purpose is 
to exchange views on matters concerning the school. It gives to council a direct link with 
the principal while acting in the role of an advisory board. The consultative committee, 
made up of staff, students, parents and trustees, functions as a discussion group for com
munity problems and gives council a link with the community and opens communication 
to the Board of Education. The council of student council presidents unites the presidents 
of schools in the Borough of York to deal with common problems. 

"These three groups illustrate the rising importance of students in decision making. 
Although presently, council functions only in a representative or advisory capacity, 
perhaps government will increase. In order to do so, however, council must increase its 
credibility as a responsible body i.e. prove itPelf worthy of the right to a say in decision 
making. 

"I feel the trend of increasing credibility is there, and the increase in responsibility in 
decision making will replace the role of provider of activities as that of primary im
portance." 

(DANNY JAY . STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT, 1973-74) 
















